OPPG Leadership Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, October 12, 2011 6:30pm

Welcome / Introductions

Board: Mia Picerno, Samantha Peale, Rebecca Mercado, Rhonda Graham, Jillian O'Connor


Committees: Erin Gamble, Cari Dawson


Staff Liaison: Carlos Garcia

Request for new business: None
Action Items/ Other Reports / Information:
1. OCS Board Report: Rhonda

A. The OCS governing board will now meet every other month. The next meeting is October 25, but there will also be a November meeting because of specific approvals that need to happen. 

B. A board report from each meeting will be posted to the Web site to update the community.

C. Finances: The board is expecting mid-year funding cuts but they have been partially anticipated in the current budget. Start-of-school expenses were higher than expected because of supplies for new classrooms including furniture and text books. 

D. Special education funding from outside the OCS general fund has fallen and must be made up from the OCS general fund. Odyssey has been a part of the San Gabriel SELPA (Special Education Local Provider Agency) because LACOE (Los Angeles County Office of Education) was a part of it. LACOE has pulled out of the San Gabriel SELPA and formed its own SELPA and Odyssey is now a part of LACOE's SELPA.
1. Board business
A. As a result of the higher-than-expected expenses to stock classrooms, Rhonda suggested Odyssey maintain a school wish list on the OCS Web site.  Specific needs include 5th & 6th grade-level books.
B. Banners: It was decided to use Neil's contact for a 3' x 9' banner to say "OPPG Meeting Tonight." Black print on a white banner with possible red Odyssey logos. Mia will follow up.

C. Additional Committees: Food & Garden and/or Advocacy. OPPG board supports the formation of these 2 committees if there are parents willing to lead them. It is hoped that the initial goals for F&G will be restarting Harvest of the Month and gardening opportunities for each classroom.  Yahoo will be used to gauge interest. If there is enough interest, one or both groups can meet after the November 15, OPPG general meeting.
D. Mary Linda Moss is still looking for parents that would be interested in leading and helping form a middle school debate club. Carlos suggested that the next step would be to confer with middle school staff.
2. Treasurer Report: Samantha
A. Cars for Cash money came in: $1691.01 

B. Balance 9/20/11: $12,313.69
Balance 10/12/11: $14,146.59
3. Room Parents Update: Rebecca for Jessica & Mary Ann
A. Meet & Greet a success with school turnout of 70%. 
4. Fundraising Committee: Erin & Rebecca
A. Read-a-thon ready to go. Information & forms going out in October 13, Thursday packet and also posted on Web site. Fundraiser will run from 10/17 - 10/28. Thank you to Rebecca for coordinating. 
B. Casino Night: One parent has volunteered to start early auction donations. There is a request letter available with the OCS tax identification number for donations. Thank you to Neil for coordinating. 
C. Produce Club has started strong with 25 weekly & 20 bi-weekly subscribers. We still need to get to 30 weekly and our goal is to get to 50 weekly subscribers from both the Odyssey and larger local community. Thank you to Ellen and Nina for coordinating.
D. Fall Fundraiser: Scheduled for Saturday, December 3. Currently planned are a breakfast bake sale/coffee and a book fair. Because we are not doing a yard sale, other events are being explored such as craft stations where students can make holiday gifts and/or family portrait sittings. Also under consideration are the selling of Christmas trees again, a cake walk, and an iPad or cash raffle. Thank you to Julie for coordinating the book fair.
5. Community Committee: Cari
A. Math Night happens October 20. Volunteers and a few pumpkins needed. At 5:00 there will be pizza and at 5:30 classroom events will start. There will be 5 rooms with activities. At 6:45 there will be a pumpkin giveaway in the Community Hall. Thank you to Kelly for coordinating.
B. Parent coordinators for other events: Stone Soup coordinator: Jexy W./ 100th Day coordinator: Needed / Rock Fest coordinator: Denise P. Thank you to Jexy & Denise coordinating.
C. School directory has been emailed. There will be an update made.

6. Arts Committee: Carlos
A. Volunteer trainings are being held during October. A question was also asked about training for other regular classroom volunteers. Carlos will check with Lauren about it.
