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Literary Analysis:

Writing a 5 paragraph essay on theme
Directions: Use this outline to help you write the first draft for your essay. You can paste this into your English notebooks, under unit 2. 
	Paragraph 1: Introduction

Create a theme statement which expresses the author’s main point, message or lesson in a story. Introduce the theme statement with some background information about the topic. The last sentence of your introduction is your theme statement.

	Paragraph 2: Main Body 

Explore how the author communicates this theme through the characters, the setting, symbols or other details in the story.
	Evidence from beginning of story(quote)

This shows that…



	Paragraph 3: Main Body

Examine how the theme develops by the middle of the story, through a change in the characters, or the development of the setting, symbols or other details in the story.
	Evidence from middle of story (quote)

This shows that…



	Paragraph 4: Main Body

Discuss how the author ends the story and explain how this impacts the theme. What has changed in the end that impacts the theme?
	Evidence from end of story (quote)

This shows that…



	Paragraph 5: Conclusion

Explain how the author is able to convey a message about life that is clearly important. Explain why the theme the author communicates is especially significant to people in general, and not just to the characters in the story. 


