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Unit Three: The Rise of Islam
Geography Challenge

Directions: Using the information in this packet, answer the following questions and label your map.
Then, paste each of these papers in your history notebooks, under unit three.

1. Which seas and oceans do you see on the map? Label them on your map, and color these bodies
of water blue.

2.  What cities were important to trade on the Arabian Peninsula? Label the Arabian Peninsula and
its important trade cities.

3. What continents surround the Arabian Peninsula? Label the continents on your map.

4. In what city was Muhammad born? Add a symbol to your map to show Muhammad’s birthplace.
Label your symbol.

5. How did Arab traders from Makkah (Mecca) and Baghdad reach China? On your map, draw one
land route to China from Baghdad. Also draw one sea route to China from Makkah.

6. What body of water did Arab traders cross to reach Europe? On your map, draw one trade route
across that body of water,

7. What is the approximate distance along trade routes between Venice, Italy, and Guangzhou,
China? Give your answer in miles and kilometers. Add a scale to your map.

8. How many trade routes meet in Makkah (Mecca)? On your map, draw these trade routes from
Makkah to their nearest destinations




Critical Thinking
Answer the following sentences in complete sentences, then paste them into your history notebooks,
under unit three.

9. How might the location of the Arabian Peninsula have contributed to the rapid spread of Islam?

10. Based on what you have learned about the religion, economy, and physical geography of
medieval Europe, why do you think the Muslims were not able to conquer most of that continent?

11. How did the location of the Arabian Peninsula help the Muslims conquer territory beyond the
Arabian Peninsula?




The Rise of Islam g
in the last unit, you learned about Europe and the Byzantine Empire. In |
this unit, you will explore rise of Islam and the history of Muslirn empires,
from about 600 to 1500 c.t. Islam is one of the world's major religions, and
those who practice the religion are called Muslims.
Islam began in Arabia, a peninsula of southwest Asia between the Red Sea
and the Persian Gulf.The Arabian Peninsula is part of the region known as
the Middle East. Today the peninsula includes the countries of Saudi Arabia,
Yemen, Oman, Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait, and the United Arab Emirates. '
Most of the people living on the Arabian Peninsula when Islam arose were
Arabs. Arabs also lived in other places. What all Arabs shared was a common
language, Arabic.
in the early 6003 c.E., an Arab man named Muhammad.introduced Islam.

to the people of the Arabian Peninsula. His followers became knewn as - -
Muslims. Among other things, Muslims believe there is one God (the Arabic
word for God is Allah) and that Muhammad is his prophet. o
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