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Unit 3: The Rise of Islam

“The Geography of the Arabian Peninsula”

Reading Notes

In your reading, you learned about four different environments in the Arabian Peninsula: desert, oasis, coastal planes and mountains. Each one of these environments has unique characteristics, and requires the people to develop different adaptations. 
Task: In the first column of each chart, list at least three characteristics of the specific environment. Then, in the second column, brainstorm ways that people living in the sixth century might have adapted to this environment. After brainstorming some ideas, re-read the section that explains the actual adaptations that people made for each environment. Record these in the second column of your chart. If you brainstormed any of the adaptations already listed, put a star next to your prediction. When you are finished, paste this assignment in your history notebooks, under unit three.

	Desert Environment
	Desert Adaptations

	
	


Clues for adaptations: What type of clothing would be most comfortable and practical for the desert environment? What types of shelter might people build using available materials? Would the shelters be permanent or temporary? What form of transportation would be most effective? What sorts of occupations might people have in this environment?
	Oasis Environment
	Oasis Adaptations

	
	


Clues for adaptation: What types of occupations might people living here have? Would you expect to find many people living near oases or few? How might people living in oases relate to others not living there?

	Costal Plain Environment
	Coastal Plain Adaptations

	
	


Clues for adaptation: How would life here be different from life in the interior of the Arabian Peninsula? What kinds of occupations might people have? How might people living here relate to others living in the interior or distant lands? Would you expect to find many people living near the coasts or a few?

	Mountain Environment
	Mountain Adaptations

	
	


Clues for adaptation: What kind of shelter might be found here? How might people have grown crops in the mountains? What kinds of occupations might people have? 
