Alice in Wonderland
Ch. 7 “A Mad Tea-Party”

Directions: Answer these questions in your English notebooks under unit 3. 

1. What do you think “Tea Time,” especially in Victorian culture, was supposed to be like? How does Wonderland invert this idea?

2. There are many examples of “inverted language” in this chapter. For example, “you should say what you mean and mean what you say” (p. 2). Write down one or two of these examples and try to solve the riddle that they present.

3. On p. 3, the Mad-Hatter personifies Time. According to him, Time is not a measurement, it is a person, who can get mad and change things up. This means that Time is person who can speed things up or slow things down depending on his mood. How has Time punished the Mad-Hatter?

4. The theme of inversion continues to develop in this chapter. How is this “inverted” world affecting Alice? Is it making her more or less curious? Do you think this a good thing or a bad thing?
5. Are there any other symbols, ideas themes or characters that you find interesting in this chapter?

