Topic vs. Theme
Worksheet

	Topic
	What the story is about
	The “what”

	Theme
	The story’s deeper meaning
	The “so what”


Example: “Young Goodman Brown”


Topic: Faith

Theme: It’s easy to have faith when things are going well, but the real test of faith comes when everything in your life becomes a struggle.

What is a theme?

Review the definition of theme in your reference section. The theme of a literary work is the writer’s message or main idea. The theme is what the writer wants you to remember most. Most stories, novels, plays and sometimes poems have more than just one theme. Some themes are easier to spot than others. A character might say something about life that is clearly important. For example, in E.B. White’s Charlotte’s Web, Wilbur says at the end, “Friendship is one of the most satisfying things in the world.” That’s a statement of one of the book’s themes. The author leaves clues, but it is up to you to put them together and decide what the important message or lesson is. 

How is a topic different than a theme?
A story’s theme is different from its topic or subject. The topic is simply what it’s about. The theme is the author’s point about a topic. However, to identify a theme, sometimes it helps to generate a list of topics of big ideas in a story. Common topics for themes that you’ll find in stories are usually abstract nouns that deal with human relationships, such as bravery, friendship, injustice, revenge, etc.
In your notebooks, under unit two, generate a list of topics for the story, “Harrison Bergeron.” You will need to look through your story and the notes we took to help you generate a list of topics. Below are some possible topics to get you started:

· Equality

· Freedom

· Fear

· Rebellion

· Individualism

Creating a Theme Statement
Go back to your list of topics and star three that you think are the most important ideas about life, society and/or personal relationships that the author is trying to convey in this story. To turn your topic into a theme statement, ask yourself a question: What point do you think the author is trying to make about this topic?

Example:

Topic: Equality

Explain: “Harrison Bergeron” is a story about a society in which everyone is perfectly equal. Everyone is this society cannot be better, or worse than everybody else. Equality in this sense equals sameness. This prevents people from becoming their best, and it limits the potential of society.
Theme Statement: People should be allowed to reach their fullest potential and society should encourage diversity, otherwise we may live in a world of mediocrity and boredom. 

In your notebooks, write a theme statement for each of your three topics. Use the example above as a guide. After we write our themes statements, we will share with the class.

Finding evidence to support your theme statement
After you have written and shared your theme statements, you will choose one that you think will be easiest to support with evidence from the story. Ask yourself: Which one of my theme statements has the most evidence in the story to back it up? When you have selected your theme statement, you will find three pieces of evidence from the story and write them in your notebooks.

Steps:
1. Rewrite the theme statement that you chose on a new sheet of paper in your notebooks.

2. Find a quote from the beginning of the story that you think best supports your theme statement. Copy this quote into your notebook, and under it, write a couple of sentences explaining how this quote supports your theme statement.

3. Find a quote from the middle of the story that you think best supports your theme statement. Copy this quote into your notebook, and under it, write a couple of sentences explaining how this quote supports your theme statement.
4. Find a quote from the end of the story that you think best supports your theme statement. Copy this quote into your notebook, and under it, write a couple of sentences explaining how this quote supports your theme statement.

Now you are ready to start drafting your essay!
