Literary Analysis:

“There Will Come Soft Rains” by Ray Bradbury
Do Now: Pick one of the following statements that you believe to be most true, and explain why you believe this:

· Technology will be the salvation of mankind.

· Technology will be the destruction of mankind.

Before reading the story, review your definitions of personification, imagery, theme and irony in your reference section. 

While reading the story, take notes in the margins and find examples of imagery and irony.
After reading the story, complete the following questions in your notebook, under unit two. 

1. Make a t-chart in your notebooks. In one column, write Teasdale. On the other column, write Bradbury. Then in each column, find examples and explain how each author describes the world without humans. 

“There Will Come Soft Rains”

	Teasdale
	Bradbury

	Personifies nature to show how humans will not be missed. Example: “No one would mind, neither bird nor tree, if mankind perished utterly.”


	Uses technology to show how the world would operate without humans. Technology takes on a life of its own. Example: “The house was like an alter with nine thousand robot attendants, big and small, servicing, attending…” (p. 28).


2. What is the theme of Sarah Teasedale’s poem?

3. What is the theme of Ray Bradbury’s story?

4. How are these themes similar, how are they different?

5. What makes Ray Bradbury’s story ironic? Find examples from the story to support your answer. 
