History Unit Three: The Rise of Islam
Study Guide

The quiz for this unit will consist of two short answer questions that you will write in class. Each question will be worth 10 points each, for a total of 20 points. Below is a list of questions that you will choose from. Although you only have to choose two questions to answer in class, it is a good idea to review all of the questions so you have a solid understanding of the content. You can bring one piece of paper to use as notes to help you on the quiz. You can use this paper to outline your ideas and write down important information. 

Essential Questions: Choose two questions to answer for your quiz.
1. How did Arabs adapt to life in the desert, coastal plains and mountains? Consider how these terms apply: nomad, sedentary, oasis, irrigation and terrace. 

2. How did the environment influence the growth of cities and the development of trade routes?

3. Who was Muhammad? Describe his early life. How did he become a prophet? What messages did he preach? How did most Arabs respond to his teachings?

4. What beliefs and religious texts are common to Judaism, Christianity and Islam? In what ways is Islam different than these religions?

5. Describe each of the Five Pillars of Faith. How do they influence the daily lives of Muslims? 

6. Discuss three different contributions that Islamic civilization made to our world. Explain why these contributions are important. 
