COAT OF ARMS: 
History Project

Task: Students will design an original “coat of arms” that symbolizes their personal values and something unique about their families. 

Directions: 

1. Go on my website, click on the history page, and download the “Background of Coat of Arms” reading. Read through the background information on this page to get a good understanding of how and why people used “Coats of Arms” in the past. 

2. In your history notebooks, under unit one, do some prewriting (about a paragraph each) to the following questions:

a. What values are most important to you? For example, you may choose to write about honesty, and why you think it’s important to be honest. You may choose to write about responsibility, and why you think it’s important to be responsible. You may choose to write about respect, and why you think it’s important to be respectful. You may choose to write about integrity, and why think it’s important to show integrity. You may choose to write about community, and why you think it’s important to be a part of a community. You can choose to write about one or more of these values, or come up with some on your own. 

b. What makes your family unique? Give some specific examples.
3. Before creating your Coat of Arms, do a rough draft on separate sheet of paper. Make sure the symbols, colors and animals you choose actually reflect your personal values and something unique about your family.

4. Complete your Coat of Arms, color it in, and bring to it class to share with your peers!

Grading Rubric:

1—Coat of Arms reflects very little effort, no thought about symbolism, colors or animals

2—Coat of Arms reflects some effort, but is lacking symbolism, colors and animals

3—Coat of Arms reflects a solid effort, good choice of symbolism, colors and animals

4—Coat of Arms reflects outstanding effort, creative choice of symbolism, colors and animals
NOTE: This project will be independent work, which means you will NOT have class time to complete it. You must complete this project at home.

DUE DATE: Tuesday, October 18.

MY COAT OF ARMS
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