Alice in Wonderland
By Lewis Carroll

Reading and Discussion Notes

Chapter 1 “Down the Rabbit Hole”

Themes: 

· Difference between the world of adults and children

· Alice’s awareness of death

· Dream world

Alice’s Motivation: curiosity, she wants to understand the puzzles and mysteries of Wonderland

Symbols:

· White rabbit

· Watch

· Rabbit hole

· Deep well

· Maps 

· Keys 

· Doors

· The Garden

· Telescope

· Candle

Chapter 2 “The Pool of Tears”

Conflict/Problem: Alice is trying to use “real world” thinking to solve “dream world” problems…

· She needs to use divergent thinking to solve her problems

· “We can’t solve the problems of the world using the same thinking that created them…” –Einstein

Alice goes through growing pains (physical and mental)

· She says “good bye” to her feet, but promises to “write them”

· She shows kindness despite her confusion

· She is “swimming in her own tears” which means she is showing self-pity

· She asks “who am I?” which shows that she is questioning her identity

· She won’t return the “adult world” unless the adults come back and tell her to return, and call her something that she likes

In the end of this chapter she makes some friends, which gives her hope for the next part of her journey
Chapter 3 “A Caucus-Race and a Long Tale”

Many puns throughout this chapter “dry” “tale” “tail”

The race is a metaphor for life. It is rather pointless:

· Everyone starts at random places

· They all run until some arbitrary finish

· Nobody really wins (though they think they do)

· It’s just a temporary gimmick to keep us interested in the moment

· Stopping and starting at random

· Everyone goes to their own time

· Running in circles, the same pattern

Do you agree? Is there a point to life? Or are we all just running a random race?

Explain…

