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Lifelong learning by skillful thinkers

CHARTER RENEWAL PETITION

Revised February 24, 2009 and submitted to the Los Angeles
County Office of Education

Vision

Odyssey Charter School is a nurturing environment where self-

directed students develop academic skills and real life knowledge,
through exploration, investigation, reflection, and collaboration
with other students, teachers, parents and the wider community:
a classroom without walls.

Prepared in compliance with the terms, conditions and requirements of the Charter
Schools Act. Submitted by Odyssey Charter School, a California nonprofit public
benefit corporation, with the support of parents, teachers, community leaders and other
concerned citizens of Los Angeles County.

Prepared in compliance with the terms, conditions and requirements of the Charter
Schools Act. Submitted by Odyssey Charter School, a California nonprofit public
benefit corporation, with the support of parents, teachers, community leaders and other
concerned citizens of Los Angeles County.

Odyssey Charter School pledges to be nonsectarian it its programs, admission policies,
employment practices, and all other operations, shall not charge tuition, and shall not
discriminate on the basis of the characteristics listed in Section 220 (actual or perceived
disability, gender, nationality, race or ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, or any other
characteristic that is contained in the definition of hate crimes set forth in Section 422.55
of the Penal Code or association with an individual who has any of the aforementioned
characteristics).

Odyssey Charter School (OCS) is located in Los Angeles County and was granted its
charter by the Los Angeles County Board of Education on May 25, 1999 and began
serving 230, K-8 students on September 7, 1999. The school site is located at 725 W.
Altadena Dr. Altadena, CA 91001. OCS is seeking a five-year renewal of its charter,
effective July 1, 20009.
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AFFIRMATIONS/ASSURANCES

As the authorized lead petitioner, I, Lauren O’Neill, hereby certify that the information
submitted in this renewal petition for Odyssey Charter School, a California public charter school,
to be located within the boundaries of the Pasadena Unified School District is true to the best of
my knowledge and belief; I also certify that this petition does not constitute the conversion of a
private school to the status of a public charter school; and further, | understand that the Charter
School:

. Shall meet all statewide standards and conduct the student assessments required, pursuant
to Education Code Section 60605, and any other statewide standards authorized in
statute, or student assessments applicable to students in non-charter public schools. [Ref.
Education Code Section 47605(c)(1)]

° Shall be deemed the exclusive public school employer of the employees of the Odyssey
Charter School for purposes of the Educational Employment Relations Act. [Ref.
Education Code Section 47605 (b)(5)(0)]

. Shall be non-sectarian in its programs, admissions policies, employment practices, and all
other operations. [Ref. Education Code Section 47605(d)(1)]

o Shall not charge tuition. [Ref. Education Code Section 47605(d)(1)]

° Shall admit all students who wish to attend the Odyssey Charter School, and who submit
a timely application, unless the Charter School receives a greater number of applications
than there are spaces for students, in which case each application will be given equal
chance of admission through a public random lottery process. Admission to the Charter
School shall not be determined according to the place of residence of the student or his or
her parents within the State. [Ref. Education Code Section 47605(d)(2)(A)-(B)]

. Shall not discriminate on the basis of the characteristics listed in Section 220 (actual or
perceived disability, gender, nationality, race or ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, or
any other characteristic that is contained in the definition of hate crimes set forth in
Section 422.55 of the Penal Code or association with an individual who has any of the
aforementioned characteristics). [Ref. Education Code Section 47605(d)(1)]

. Shall adhere to all provisions of federal law related to students with disabilities including,
but not limited to, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title Il of the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and the Individuals with Disabilities in
Education Improvement Act of 2004.

. Shall meet all requirements for employment set forth in applicable provisions of law,
including, but not limited to credentials, as necessary. [Ref. Title 5 California Code of
Regulations Section 11967.5.1(f)(5)(C)]

o Shall ensure that teachers in the Charter School hold a Commission on Teacher
Credentialing certificate, permit, or other document equivalent to that which a teacher in
other public schools are required to hold. As allowed by statute, flexibility will be given
to non-core, non-college preparatory teachers. [Ref. California Education Code Section
47605(1)]

. Shall at all times maintain all necessary and appropriate insurance coverage.



° Shall, for each fiscal year, offer at a minimum, the number of minutes of instruction per
grade level as required by Education Code Section 47612.5(a)(1)(A)-(D)

. Shall inform the Superintendent of the school district of the pupil’s last known address
within 30 days if a pupil is expelled or leaves the charter school without graduating or
completing the school year for any reason, and shall upon request, provide that school
district with a copy of the cumulative record of the pupil, including a transcript of grades
or report card and health information. [Ref. California Education Code Section
47605(d)(3)]

. Shall follow any and all other federal, state, and local laws and regulations that apply to
the Odyssey Charter School including but not limited to:

>

The Odyssey Charter School shall maintain accurate and contemporaneous
written records that document all pupil attendance and make these records
available for audit and inspection.

The Odyssey Charter School shall on a regular basis consult with its parents and
teachers regarding the Charter School's education programs.

The Odyssey Charter School shall comply with any jurisdictional limitations to
locations of its facilities.

The Odyssey Charter School shall comply with all laws establishing the
minimum and maximum age for public school enrollment.

The Odyssey Charter School shall comply with all applicable portions of the No
Child Left Behind Act.

The Odyssey Charter School shall comply with the Public Records Act.

The Odyssey Charter School shall comply with the Family Educational Rights
and Privacy Act.

The Odyssey Charter School shall comply with the Ralph M. Brown Act.

The Odyssey Charter School shall meet or exceed the legally required minimum
of school days.

Lauren O’Neill, Lead Petitioner Date



ELEMENT A
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

Governing Law: ““A description of the educational program of the school designed, among
other things, to identify those whom the school is attempting to educate, what it means to be
an “‘educated person” in the 21* century, and how learning best occurs. The goals identified
in that program shall include the objective of enabling pupils to become self-motivated,
competent, and lifelong learners.”” Education Code Section 47605(b) (5) (A) (i).

. VISION

Odyssey Charter School is a nurturing environment where self-directed students develop
academic skills and real life knowledge, through exploration, investigation, reflection, and
collaboration with other students, teachers, parents and the wider community: a classroom
without walls

1. MISSION

The mission of OCS is to develop students who are active in their learning, aware of their
interests, and who seek to expand and explore their knowledge through dynamic collaboration
with peers and teachers within an academic setting and the larger community.

This is achieved in primarily multi-age classrooms by creating an active and engaging
learning environment based on a workshop format. Odyssey envisions workshop as an
opportunity for student choice within an environment of academic excellence.

Odyssey’s nurturing environment provides students with the tools and values they need for
their own emotional well-being and to be socially responsible in a rapidly changing global
community. In addition to high academic standards, Odyssey’s nurturing environment
provides students with opportunities that allow them to take ownership of their learning which
they can transfer to their lives outside the classroom walls.

.  WHOM THE SCHOOL ISATTEMPTING TO EDUCATE

Odyssey’s unique school design offers families in Pasadena and the surrounding communities
a public school choice for grades K to 8 in a multi-faceted learning environment. Odyssey’s
current demographics are 43% African American, 23% Latino, 30% Caucasian, 3% Asian and
1% other and 35% socio-economically disadvantaged. Odyssey’s current enrollment is 260
and there are currently 199 students on Odyssey’s waiting list. While we celebrate our ethnic
diversity at Odyssey, the diversity of learning styles that are honored at Odyssey is what truly
makes our program unique. Odyssey’s educational program embraces the individual and
varied learning styles of all students and is tailored to meet the needs of those who learn best
by “doing”, including but not limited to:

» Students who are high achieving, engaged, self-directed learners and
independent thinkers.

»  Students whose learning style or giftedness may limit their ability to
achieve their learning potential in a conventional classroom employing

Revised Odyssey Charter School Renewal Petition
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traditional methods.

»  Students who would find greater success in a developmental, multiage
learning environment focusing on the individual needs of the whole child
—academically, socially and emotionally.

»  Students with special needs for whom a Modified Inclusion Model is
deemed appropriate and would provide the least restrictive environment.

» English Language Learners who can benefit from Odyssey’s unique
school design.

Parents who are considering enrolling their child at Odyssey will be required to attend one of
a series of school tours and parent orientations prior to completing the enrollment process to
assist them in evaluating whether the school’s educational program is an appropriate option
for their child’s learning style and the needs of the family. Tours and orientations will be
scheduled in such a way as to accommodate the availability of parents to every extent
possible.

IV. AN “EDUCATED PERSON” IN THE 21ST CENTURY

Odyssey’s unique school design enables students to become self-motivated, competent,
lifelong learners who demonstrate academic excellence, emotional well-being and social
responsibility in a changing world. We believe using Odyssey’s three distinct learning
components an educated person in the 21 century should have the following characteristics
and skills:

e Academic excellence is measured by one’s ability to think critically and apply
knowledge and vision to new tasks and challenges.

e Emotional well-being comes with the understanding and respect for oneself and
the views and beliefs of others.

e Social responsibility involves an individual’s ability to perceive social needs and
global concerns and apply leadership and problem solving skills to achieve
positive change in their world.

V. HOW LEARNING BEST OCCURS
A. Research Base

Odyssey’s unique school design draws upon solid research-based learning theories and
thoroughly developed classroom methodologies as the foundation for our educational
program. To ensure that Odyssey students develop academic excellence, emotional well-
being and social responsibility, our research-based curriculum and instruction integrate each
of these components to provide the best learning environment to meet our goals of students
becoming self motivated, competent, life long learners. This curriculum is strongly aligned to
Odyssey’s mission and the student performance standards described in Elements B and C.

i.  Multiage Groupings Research

Lev Vygotsky, Jean Piaget, and Jerome Bruner have emphasized cognitive
development as being intimately linked to the brain's construction of knowledge
within a social context. Their work has been instrumental in providing a foundation
Revised Odyssey Charter School Renewal Petition
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for multiage grouping that support educational environments with two or more grades
which allow students the flexibility to progress at their own pace along a continuum of
learning. Multi-year relationships between teacher and student create a familiarity
with the social-emotional health of a student and provides for deeper understanding of
the “whole child” to guide instructional decisions. This method of instruction
addresses the needs of students who enroll at Odyssey below grade level, allowing for
strategic planning to bring individuals to proficiency and providing those at or above
grade level an opportunity greater challenge and further academic growth. By using
multiage classrooms, we are not limited to age or grade-specific instruction; instead,
individual students can work through course work at their own pace within the
multiage grouping.

ii. Constructivist Learning Theory

According to the Thesaurus of ERIC Descriptors (Houston, 1995), constructivism is a
"viewpoint in learning theory which holds that individuals acquire knowledge by
building it from innate capabilities interacting with the environment” (p. 64).
Constructivist theory suggests that as students learn, they do not simply memorize or
adopt others' conceptions of reality; instead, they create their own meaning and
understanding. Odyssey’s interdisciplinary, experiential-based school design
acknowledges that learning best occurs when the students derive their own
understanding through learning experiences.

iii. Workshop Format

The workshop format provides a structured and predictable place where teachers are
viewed as mentors and models. In a workshop, student artists, writers, readers,
mathematicians, etc. learn and practice new strategies, develop understanding and
explore questions using prior and personal experience as scaffolds to creatively
integrate new knowledge. Teachers confer, stimulate, and question as they work with
whole groups, small groups and individual students to personalize their instruction.
The workshop may include self-reflection, projects or presentation of
accomplishments.

iv. Theory of Multiple Intelligences

This Theory acknowledges, “It’s not how smart you are it’s how you are smart,” and
identifies the different ways to be smart. Although schools typically emphasize the
development of language and logical skills, research on learning (Gardner, 1983,
1993) suggests humans possess at least seven types of intelligence, each to varying
degrees. One person may exhibit exceptional talent for hearing and reproducing music
(musical intelligence), while another may be particularly sensitive to the moods and
motivations of others (interpersonal intelligence). To access students' prior knowledge,
abilities and skills, teachers should use a variety of approaches to both instruction and
assessment. (Gardner, 1993; Viadero, 1994) This theory supports Odyssey Charter
School’s commitment to establishing a learning environment, learning process and an
educational program that honors individual learning styles and abilities.

v. Social Emotional Intelligence

Social emotional learning provides the platform for learning, the development of self-
reflection and effective problem solving. It describes our ability to motivate ourselves
toward a positive goal, to understand and manage our own emotions and impulses, to
handle the emotions of others, and to build positive relationships. These skills
Revised Odyssey Charter School Renewal Petition
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enhance the problem solving and decision-making abilities of students, improve their
relationship satisfaction, and maximize their potential in school and other
environments. Ultimately, it creates a fundamental shift in the structure of the school
toward collaboration, inclusion, and humanism.

vi. California Academic Content Standards

California Academic Content Standards provide grade-level benchmarks and
instructional content for curriculum.

vii. Parental Involvement

Parental involvement at Odyssey is critical to the success of students as well as to the
success of the school as a whole. Parents bring with them a substantial body of
experience, skills and talents that enrich the school and the learning experience of each
child. It has been Odyssey’s privilege to benefit from the collective wealth of its
parents’ experience during the first ten years of the school’s Charter and Odyssey’s
goal is to expand the involvement of parents and other family members over the next
five years. See Appendix A for data on Parental Involvement.

It is understood that the level to which any one parent or family can be involved at
Odyssey will vary greatly from person to person and family to family. Therefore,
parents are encouraged to participate at the level that they are able to be involved.
Parents are given the following guidelines as they consider their involvement in their
child’s education and the overall success of the school:

*  Ensure that your child arrives at school on time and ready to learn.
*  Provide a nutritious lunch or arrange for school lunches.

*  Provide adequate time, effort and support for your child to complete all
school work to the best of your ability.

»  Treat everyone with kindness, courtesy and respect at all times and expect
it in return.

»  Partner with your child and teacher to construct an Individual Learning
Plan for your child.

»  Advocate for yourself and your child and represent your family’s priorities
and values.

*  Communicate with your child’s teacher and school administration on a
regular basis.

*  Ask for help when you need it.

» Actively participate in the school’s dispute resolution process to work out
issues or conflicts.

» Ask your child about school on a regular basis.

*  Work with the teacher and student to strengthen the educational school-to-
home connection.

* Read and understand the distinctive characteristics of Odyssey’s vision,
mission and unique school design.

* Read and understand all of Odyssey’s policies and procedures which will
be included in the Student and Parent Handbook.

Revised Odyssey Charter School Renewal Petition
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» Consider participating in additional ways in Odyssey’s community to
benefit your child and others.
viii. Attendance

Odyssey knows that school attendance is a critical part of achieving success with this
educational model. Throughout the past 5 years, Odyssey has worked diligently in
increasing its Average Daily Attendance through an engaging curriculum, staff
intervention, on-going parent communication, and attendance incentives.
Consequently, we have noted measured improvement throughout the years. In 2004-
2005 our average ADA was 92%, 2005-2006 it was 92%, 2006-2007 it was 95% and
2007-2008 it was 95%. Odyssey will continue to give attention to our ADA, and is
committed to further growth and improvement.

B. Odyssey’s Unique Learning Components

The following describe the school’s unique design that reflects how Odyssey believes
learning best occurs. They are consistent with the school’s vision, mission and target
population and will be carefully aligned to the student performance standards and assessments
described in Elements B and C of the Charter.

Odyssey’s unique school design has three interdependent learning components specifically
intended to develop independent, self-motivated, competent lifelong learners, who are capable
of transferring knowledge and skills, and possess the ability to think critically (Academic
Excellence). In addition, the schools design components develop character through a global
understanding and universal respect for the lifestyles, views and beliefs of others (Emotional
Well-Being), and leaders with the capacity to perceive needs and apply leadership skills
effectively (Social Responsibility).

Below is a picture of the three fully integrated and mutually enriching learning components,
followed by a more detailed description, including the type of curriculum and instruction that
will be incorporated within each element to ensure that students become life-learners and
develop social and emotional well-being:

Academic Excellence
Ability to think critically, transfer
knowledge and undertake original thinking
with creativity and imagination.

Emotional Well-Being
Respect and understanding for the
lifestyles, views and beliefs of oneself
and others.

Social Responsibility

Capacity to perceive social needs and
apply leadership skills effectively.

i. Academic Excellence

Odyssey offers a curriculum based in four major content areas: English/language arts,
mathematics, science, and history/social science. Non-core subject matter includes study of
the humanities and physical education. A workshop-based approach provides opportunities to
integrate multiple content areas and for teachers to be responsive to student interests as

Revised Odyssey Charter School Renewal Petition
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another means to address state standards and achieve learning outcomes. All areas of study
are developed in alignment with multiage and constructivist and workshop considerations.

ii. Emotional Well-Being

Odyssey equips students’ with the principles that embrace a global understanding and
universal respect for lifestyles, views and beliefs of others. Within the emotional well being
component, students are taught to resolve conflicts peacefully. This is accomplished through
relationship building and by providing students with the skills and knowledge they need to
help them lead caring, responsible, and productive lives. All classrooms facilitate conflict
resolution techniques as a means to solve problems that arise with and between students and
the staff.

iii. Social Responsibility

By accessing resources in the community, OCS provides opportunities for ongoing civic
engagement and leadership. This increases the students” understanding of ways to contribute
to society. Students collaborate with parents, the community, and teachers to create
innovative ways to apply their knowledge in a real-world context. Students will begin to
discover the answer to the persistent question of: What is my role in both my immediate and
the global community?

VI. CURRICULUM INSTRUCTION AND DESIGN

Odyssey follows the state framework for all core curriculums. Adhering to this framework is
the most direct strategy to help students develop competence in skills and mastery of the state
content standards for each grade level. Additionally, curriculum is taught strategically in a
sequential manner to ensure that students master particular skills and knowledge at designated
points in time, building early skills as the foundation for more complex higher-order skills and
knowledge. To assess development, the core curricular areas assessments are administered
frequently-at the beginning of a unit of study, throughout the unit of study and at the end of
the unit of study- measuring student progress toward mastery of the standards and to inform
teacher instructional methods and intervention strategies. Those student performance
standards and assessments are described in Elements B and C. See Appendix B for a detailed
description of Odyssey’s Curriculum Guide.

Essential to our instructional program are the following principles:
» Allocate sufficient time to attain essential skills
* Introduce new information in manageable and sequential units
* Identify prerequisite skills and build on the prior knowledge of the learner
* Review previously taught skills
*  Administer ongoing assessment to inform instruction

*  Provide immediate intervention strategies for those students who are not
progressing toward the standards.

» Engage in accountable talk where teachers and students press for clarification and
explanation, require justifications of proposals and challenges, recognize and
challenge misconceptions, demand evidence for claims and arguments, interpret
and use each other’s statement

Revised Odyssey Charter School Renewal Petition
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The foundation for Odyssey’s instructional program is grounded in our setting of a multiage
and collaborative learning environment. This supports our curriculum program by providing
an interactive workshop based approach, which engages students at a deeper level of interest.

C. Multiage Learning Environment

Odyssey groups students” in a range of up to two grade levels. The practice of teaching
students of different ages and ability levels together in the same classroom allows students to
progress along a continuum of simple through more complex material at their own rates. This
method obviates the stigma that is inevitable when a student is either working below or above
grade level. Students will typically stay with the same teacher for two years. This design also
creates a learning environment that gives students extra time together to build relationships
with each other and their teachers, and also provides an efficient continuum of experience that
boosts achievement, learning and emotional well-being. This approach benefits teachers as
well, giving them more time to get to know students, to know their needs, and to use longer-
term strategies to effectively teach to those needs. The benefits of a multiage setting include:

»  Teachers are able to be more responsive to individual developmental stages,
ability and interests

» Different levels of ability, development, and learning styles are expected,
accepted, respected, and used to design curriculum and related activities

*  The environment allows students to learn through active involvement with
materials and with each other, with adults, and with other children serving as
informal tutors

» Learning materials are concrete, real, and relevant to students’ lives

*  Promotion of pro-social behavior by offering stimulating activities and
encouraging choices

» A familial setting, which allows teachers to nurture students’ emotional and social
well-being

»  Students continually work to acquire competence in all areas, moving at their own
rates through each aspect of the curriculum

* Improved classroom management as dynamics become clearer and more
manageable for teachers.

D. Collaborative Learning Environment

A collaborative learning environment declares that everyone is a learner. In this environment
there is a passion for teaching and learning. Teachers become facilitators who know their
students’ talents, prior school experiences and needs. This knowledge enables teachers to
respect where they are coming from in order to support further learning. For true collaboration
to take hold, teachers must create a learning environment that is emotionally, intellectually,
and psychologically safe; where learners can acknowledge what they do not know, take risks,
and reflect and revise what they know and what they choose to do. Collaboration promotes
social and emotional intelligence as students work together. Most importantly, collaborative
learning is about exploring the unknown together, beginning with an abundance of questions
that challenge assumptions and spark lively discussions. It requires active listening, careful
observation of how individuals are responding, and leaving space for silence that can often
lead to great discoveries. Lastly, a collaborative learning environment allows everyone to
learn how to think on his or her own, interpret information, and think through problems.
Revised Odyssey Charter School Renewal Petition
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The distinctive characteristics of Odyssey’s instructional setting are:

e Multi-cultural, student-centered environment in which all students will be held to
high academic and behavioral standards.

» Balance of whole class, small group and individual settings flexible enough to
meet the varying needs of individual students, including a modified inclusion
model for students with exceptional needs who are capable of benefiting from
Odyssey’s unique school design.

»  Multi-sensory learning opportunities that honor and encourage the use of multiple
intelligences and various learning styles.

* Aninterdisciplinary and workshop approach, taking place both on campus and in
the community.

E. Academic Excellence Component

Literacy Curriculum Overview

Odyssey implements a balanced literacy approach to instruction in English/Language Arts. A
balanced literacy program includes read alouds (reading to students), shared reading (reading
with students), guided reading (reading in small groups), independent reading (reading by
students), literature circles/book clubs, shared/interactive writing, and independent writing,
word study (phonemic awareness). Included is a conference approach, between student and
teacher and between peers, to the learning of reading and writing. The intent is to understand
a learner’s individual abilities and misconceptions in these areas in order to provide
instruction towards meeting grade level standards. Odyssey also recognizes that literature is a
necessary component in any balanced literacy program. Therefore, Odyssey provides ample
high quality classroom libraries for student use and teacher instruction. Literacy curriculum is
congruous with the English Language Arts California state standards.

Odyssey teachers implement a comprehensive balanced approach to literacy, allocating a
block of 2 hours and 45 minutes daily for each primary classroom (kindergarten-grade 3). In
grades four through eight, literacy is allocated two hours per day. The balanced literacy
program is composed of Reading Workshop, Writing Workshop, Instruction for Phonics,
Vocabulary, and Spelling. For those students receiving intervention, additional time is
allocated in the afternoons, after school or at home in the area of literacy.

1. Reader’s Workshop
Odyssey utilizes Teachers College Reading and Writing Project (TCRWP), Columbia
University, to support expert literacy instruction through research, collaboration, and
professional development. The Reader’s Workshop approach consistently incorporates
multiple instructional methods to ensure students are proficient in the critical area of reading.
Odyssey recognizes the importance of laying the foundation for literacy development for all
students. In the Reader’s Workshop, teachers provide direct and explicit-strategy instruction
balanced with independent reading time. These structures and methods remain mostly
consistent across the school year and from kindergarten through 8" grade because they are
effective teaching practices that can be adapted to the instructional level described in the
content standards. Odyssey strives for all students to develop a love of reading and become
readers for life by fostering an ongoing pursuit of knowledge. Odyssey recognizes the
importance of providing opportunities for independence, and the value of clear and high
expectations. This love is developed through our consistent approach in the Reader’s
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Workshop across the grade levels. Specific elements and detailed strategies employed during
Reader’s Workshop are outlined in the curriculum guide. (Appendix B).

2. Writer’s Workshop

Odyssey utilizes Teachers College Reading and Writing Project (TCRWP), Columbia
University, to support expert literacy instruction through research, collaboration, and
professional development. Lucy Calkins “Units of Study” are implemented in the Writer’s
Workshop as specific, effective strategies for the teaching of writing. The Writer’s Workshop
instructional model engages students in learning the craft of writing. The development of
individual writing styles and understanding of formal conventions of the English language are
both addressed in this model. This model is a sequential approach where the students
progress through the stages of the writing process (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and
publishing). There are specific units of study for each grade-level, to guide instruction and
the teaching of multiple genres of writing and strategies inherent in composing effective
writing. Specific elements and detailed strategies employed during Writer’s Workshop are
outlined in the Curriculum Guide (Appendix B).

3. Word Study

The instructional strategy Odyssey teachers employ to develop phonics, vocabulary, and
spelling ability among students is a process called “Word Study”. In word study, teachers
guide students to examine words to discover the regularities, patterns, and rules of English
orthography needed to read and spell. Word study groups meet daily as part of the designated
literacy instruction time block and are embedded throughout the balanced literacy program.
Both heterogeneous and homogenous groupings are structured so that students receive
instruction at both individual and grade levels. Student performance on a standardized
spelling assessment guides teachers in evaluating student progress through each
developmental stage. These stages are as follows: emergent, letter name-alphabetic, within
word pattern, syllables and affixes, and derivational relations. Specific elements and detailed
strategies employed for word Study during Writer’s Workshop are outlined in the Curriculum
Guide (Appendix B).

Mathematics Curriculum Overview

Key features in Odyssey’s approach to the teaching of mathematics include problem solving
for everyday situations, developing readiness through hands-on activities, establishing links
between past mathematical experiences and explorations of new concepts, sharing of ideas
through discussion, cooperative learning through partner and small group activities, practice
through games, ongoing assessment, and a home-school partnership. California Content
Standards in the area of Mathematics for the grade levels served will guide content addressed.

Teachers create a ‘math workshop’ environment where students receive instruction from the
teacher in small groups and have ample time to work independently on refining their basic
skills such as addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. Odyssey will continue to
provide mathematics instruction for at least 60 minutes every day. The Everyday
Mathematics and Mathscape Mathematics programs provide the structure and framework of
Odyssey’s Math Curriculum.

1. Everyday Mathematics
Odyssey Charter School utilizes Everyday Math as the nucleus of its mathematics program in
kindergarten through fifth grade. Supplemental curriculum to enrich the Everyday Math
program is listed in the Curriculum Guide (Appendix B).
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Our teachers engage students with math applications in small (8-10 students) grade-level
groupings. Throughout small group instruction the teacher uses various learning techniques to
engage different types of learners. The teacher uses “manipulatives” to help the students go
from abstract to concrete thinking and understanding. Additionally, small white lapboards are
used during small group instruction to engage with the students in an interactive math group.
This enables both the teacher and the students to quickly monitor their understanding of the
mathematical concept and re-teach as necessary. The teachers engage the students in
discussions about mathematics. During the lesson students engage in hands-on practice while
the teacher circulates around the small groups interacting with the students, checking for
understanding, and re-teaches the concept when necessary. The content covered corresponds
with the grade level standards and the specific activities used to address the standards are
multi-leveled.

2. Mathscape Mathematics

Odyssey utilizes Mathscape Math as the nucleus of its mathematics program in grades six
through eight. This curriculum gives student’s concentrated practice in basic skills while
continuing to deepen their critical thinking skills. All middle school students have a
minimum of 90 minutes math instruction each day, and for those students who need additional
instructional time, a one hour block of math time is provided during the extended day
program. The middle school math curriculum will continue to fulfill the necessary
components of mathematics as set forth by the California Framework. Direct, systematic
instruction in arithmetic, pre-algebra, geometry, and algebra are covered. Odyssey will
continue to offer the required algebra course for eighth grade students to ensure advanced
mathematics courses are taken in high school. The instructional approach is systematic so
that there is coherent understanding to the ascending levels of math.

History/Social Science

The California History Social Science Framework delineates three “Goals and Curriculum
Strands” that bridge the grade levels K-12: Goal of Knowledge and Cultural
Understanding, Goal of Democratic Understanding and Civic Values, and Goal of SKills
Attainment and Social Participation. At each grade level these strands are represented by
state standards. At the K-5 level, teachers use real literature and primary sources to teach and
to inform understanding of the grade level standards and at the 6-8 grade level they use
textbooks as resources, real literature, critical essays, and primary sources to inform
understanding at teach the grade-specific standards. The specific strategies and teaching
methods employed to ensure that our students meet these goals and objectives are outlined in
the OCS Curriculum Guide (Appendix B).

Science

Odyssey believes that science is an active, thinking-focused enterprise. We believe that
scientific knowledge advances when learners observe objects and events, think about
how they relate to what is known, test their ideas in logical ways, and generate explanations
that integrate the new information into an established order. Thus the scientific enterprise is
both what we know (content) and how we come to know it (process). Odyssey contends that
the best way for students to appreciate the scientific enterprise, to learn the essential and
necessary scientific concepts, and to develop the ability to improve scientific thinking is to
actively construct ideas through their own inquiries, investigations, and analyses.
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Since its initial charter was granted, Odyssey has implemented FOSS (Full Option Science
System) kits for science instruction in grades K-8. FOSS’ philosophy is aligned with that of
Odyssey, with the understanding that learning is an active process and that science is therefore
best learned “by doing.” The FOSS program is a long-term science curriculum that spans
over the grades and helps students learn new concepts and develop new skills each year, while
building on the fundamental skills and knowledge acquired from previous exploration and
experimentation. It is designed around and in accordance with the California State Science
Content Standards and Science Framework, ensuring that all students have a rich experience
in science.

Odyssey’s Science program continues to grow and expand, with yearly scheduled field
research programs and hands-on field trips, from local outings to JPL and the California
Science Center to intensive 3-day interactive geology studies and research in Grand Canyon,
AZ. Odyssey is committed to continued development and improvement of its science
program with the help and collaboration staff, parents, and partnering with state and local
scientific community organizations. Specific implementation strategies for our science
curriculum are outlined in the OCS Curriculum Guide (Appendix B).

Humanities/Visual Literacy

Odyssey art education has grown into a school-wide, K-8 arts program, which implements
standards-based visual arts instruction and Art Studio classes, as well as weekly music classes
in music theory, chorale, and instrumentation.

Instruction and exposure to a variety of arts disciplines are vital to a child’s education,
providing a common core of knowledge that helps students appreciate and understand history
and cultures, develop critical and creative thinking, and aids them in problem-solving and
self-esteem. Methods of arts instruction are based on experiential, reflective, child centered
activities. Students are challenged to understand the language, history and context of the
visual arts and to link art with larger social and historical developments. We invite students to
explore the power and impact of the visual image as a new language. They analyze the work
of various artists, evaluate the message and impact of those works and understand how those
works built upon, or were counter to, the philosophical and artistic ideas prevalent at the time
the art was created.

Odyssey’s Arts Program continues to be sound and successful, with the support and direction
of an established OCS Arts Committee, a parent-initiated oversight committee which allows
for parent and staff collaboration to guide arts instruction at Odyssey.

Technology

Odyssey recognizes that technology is an integral part of our world today and computers and
other technology should not be viewed as add-ons but as tools that are a vital part of a child's
learning experience. Odyssey utilizes technology as a learning tool to help students find,
evaluate, organize, synthesize, and communicate information. Technology at Odyssey
enriches our workshop-based approach, supports in-class learning, and is an essential tool for
teaching information literacy, critical thinking, independent and life-long learning and social
responsibility.

Computers are the perfect tool for engaging students as self-directed learners and problem
solvers. Technology also has the ability to empower students by offering them access to real
data and authentic problems to work through. With the enormous amount of available
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information today, OCS recognizes it is imperative that students learn how to be information
managers rather than an information collector.

In 2007, Odyssey received $200,000 in grants to have a fully operational computer lab, and a
full time computer and technology instructor. Students have daily access to the lab for
research and to access educational software for core academics, and have specific computer
classes offered weekly, with units ranging from typing to graphic design and creating
websites. In the lab, students go through every step in the research process. They start by
learning good strategies for finding the information they need online. Next they organize
their data using the mind-mapping software Inspiration. Finally they put it all together in a
PowerPoint presentation or webpage which they present to their classmates and potentially to
the rest of the world. While doing computer programming using the Scratch language
(developed by MIT,) students become active problem solvers. In the debugging process they
use logical thinking and trial and error to become more than just a user of technology but a
director of it.

Odyssey has recently created a student online community. Each student has their own blog
for posting their own multimedia work and in-class writing samples and publications.
Students can also join online discussions led by teachers or other students.

To connect with our larger mission, technology will be used to foster independent learning,
offer individualized instruction, provide interactive hands-on experiences, and support our
interdisciplinary thematic framework and teach important skills necessary to succeed in the
21% century.

F. Emotional Well-Being Component

1. Fitness and Wellness

Throughout Odyssey’s ten years, we have dedicated resources to ensuring students receive
adequate physical fitness. For the past three years (with the support of our parent body)
Odyssey has expanded our Wellness component by implementing a Harvest of the Month
program that teaches children about California grown fruits and vegetables, is linked with California
state educational standards, gives nutrition information, and is a hands on program. Studies indicate
that early education in the fundamentals of nutrition and physical fitness are beneficial.
Odyssey recognizes that physical wellness directly impacts learning and students’ emotional
well being, which are both key elements of our Charter. Physical wellness encompasses
nutrition education (our Harvest of the Month Program), promotion of and access to healthy
nutritious food during the school day, and adequate physical activity. In addition, Fitness and
Wellness teaches early prevention of lifestyle related health issues.

Odyssey will continue to be proactive in promoting fundamental health awareness early on,
and establishing exercise habits that are a vital part of emotional and social well-being which
are both central to our charter.

2. Advisory
In the 2004-2005 school year, Odyssey created “Advisory Groups” for our middle school
students (6™-8") to support their academics, stages of development, and their social and
emotional growth. They meet daily in gender specific small groups providing mentoring,
relationship building opportunities and academic support. Advisory creates a personalized
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school environment that allows students to learn more about themselves and each other, and
develops an atmosphere of trust and support between teachers and peers. Odyssey attributes
the reduction of disciplinary issues and a portion of our APl growth to the implementation of
Advisory groups for our middle school students.

It is our intention to continue support and nurture middle school students as they deal with the
social, physical, and emotional factors during this developmental stage of their lives. We will
continue to offer Advisory as a means to guide our students through early adolescence
through the intervention strategies of year-long team building activities and opportunities for
peer mentoring.

3. Conflict Resolution
In the 2004-2005 school year, Odyssey staff received training on conflict resolution strategies
that continue to grow and thrive in our community. All Odyssey students are taught to
resolve conflicts peacefully. All classrooms will facilitate conflict resolution techniques as a
means to solve problems that arise with and between students and the staff. Odyssey
implements a Peace Path at the K-3 level and a Peer Mediation Program at the 4™-gh grade
level.

Peace Path

K-3 students are taught to resolve their conflicts through asking three questions to
each other and finding a solution:

e “What’s wrong?

*  “How do you feel?”

“How will we solve this problem?”

Negotiate a Solution

Peer Mediation

Peer mediation is a demonstrably effective youth leadership model. In peer mediation
programs, trained students help other students to resolve their differences when a
conflict is brewing or has already occurred.

Peer mediation recognizes that students can utilize conflict resolution practices and
social skills to play a leadership role in increasing peace and reducing violence in their
school.

G. Social Responsibility Component

Odyssey defines social responsibility as an individuals’ ability to perceive social needs and
global concerns and to apply leadership and problem-solving skills to achieve positive change
in their world. Throughout our existence, Odyssey has always held firm to the belief that
social responsibility helps students understand that behaving ethically and increasing
awareness and sensitivity toward social, cultural, and environmental issues can allow for a
positive contribution to society.

Over the past several years, Odyssey has made significant efforts to increase our community
outreach, and to create opportunities for students to engage in service on a local and global
level. Through our yearly implementation school-wide service learning projects, Odyssey
students dialogue, research, learn, and seek opportunities to engage in and develop real-world
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understandings on a global level. Instructional activities take place in the classroom setting,
including indoor and outdoor environments, and in the community at various neighboring
public facilities and community partners. These include but are not limited to local public
libraries and recreational and civic centers. By accessing resources in the community,
Odyssey continues to be a “Classroom Without Walls,” providing opportunities for ongoing
civic engagement and increasing the students understanding of their contribution to society.
The Classroom Without Walls component, however, is not only about bringing our students
out into the community, it is also about bringing the community to our students, and
establishing a continuum of learning throughout each child’s day through partnering with
parents, teachers, and the community.

Odyssey continues to support and empower students through collaboration with parents,
volunteers and staff to create innovative ways to connect with the broader community and
apply their knowledge in a real-world context, in order to answer the driving question: What
is my role in both my immediate and the global community? Odyssey’s commitment to our
Social Responsibility Component will continue to help students:

e Understand the relevance of what they are learning in school and apply the
knowledge and skills to the world outside the school.

*  Remember and use the content information and skills that they learn in class.
» Have an improved understanding of their role as citizens in a democratic society.

*  Understand that every community has needs that are often unmet and learn how to
identify and support those needs.

»  Develop an ethic of providing service to others and to their community.

* Understand that working with other people as a team is often an effective way of
addressing issues and solving community problems.

* Reflect on their experiences and on the effect of those experiences on the lives of
people served or on their own lives.

VIl. PLAN FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE ACADEMICALLY LOW ACHIEVING

Odyssey utilizes a systematic approach to closing the achievement gap by allocating multiple
resources to academically low-performing students. Odyssey identifies students’ performing
below grade level through the results of their Individualized Learning Plan (ILP) folders that
include: CST assessment, progress monitoring and diagnostic assessments, authentic
assessments, and student work products. Faculty identifies students’ struggling to stay at
grade level throughout the year by on-going assessments and monitoring their Individualized
Learning Plan (ILP).

Odyssey offers the full range of intervention strategies possible to all students in need of
intervention. If a student is not progressing toward the standards and is between 1.9 and 2.0
grade levels below proficiency, the student will automatically move to the second level of
intervention.

Level 1
« Additional instructional time
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» Differentiated instruction

*  Flexible groupings

» Additional exposure to the information and language being presented in the lesson
*  Progress reports to parents/guardians

*  Planner checks

»  Paraprofessional support

»  Focus on accelerating student progress and meeting student needs

Level 2
»  Students not progressing with Level 1 strategies are moved into Level 2
strategies.
* Extended day program for tutoring
»  Teacher assistance
» Counseling and parent meetings
*  One-on-One Instruction by teachers, paraprofessionals or the Inclusion Specialist
*  Peer tutoring
» Additional Focused assignments
Level 3
* Formal SST held to determine need for formal assessment for Special Education
»  Special education classes providing academic support and learning strategies
»  Special education/general education collaboration for instruction and assignments

Student Study Team: Odyssey Charter School recognizes that there are students who may
need additional support within the classroom both academically and behaviorally. The school
requires that the teacher make the best use of their resources in the general education
classroom before referring a student to Special Education Services. The school may have a
Student Study Team (SST) consisting of all or some of the following; the child’s teacher, the
parent, inclusion specialist, psychologist, and Executive Director. The purpose of the team is
to meet and to assist the child rather than immediately placing him or her in Special
Education. It is the intent of the SST to act as a resource when intervention assistance is
sought. The SST may suggest regular program interventions and/or support services available
to all students. See Appendix C for Student Study Team Plan and Process.

VIIl. PLAN FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE ACADEMICALLY HIGH ACHIEVING

The process for identifying students who are academically high achieving is similar to the
process for identifying academically low-performing students. In order to provide programs
and curriculum for academically high achieving students Odyssey offers a continuum of
approaches and options that can meet a wide range of abilities, interests and learning styles.
Odyssey’s multiage environment, block scheduling, advisory periods and workshop-based
approach will assist high achievers to develop and pursue extensions of what is being taught
through use of the computer lab, extended homework assignments or multi-level projects.
Utilizing a small, personalized environment, teachers will be able to move students in and out
of groups, allowing high achievers an opportunity to mentor and to be mentored by various
peers of various ages.

IX. PLAN FOR ENGLISH LEARNERS
English Learners will have full access to Odyssey’s educational program. Odyssey is
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committed to assisting EL students in successfully achieving English language proficiency at
the fastest possible rate. Odyssey employs a systematic and strategic approach for
strengthening and accelerating the academic achievement of English Learners (EL) so they
can successfully acquire the English language and transition from Limited English Proficient
(LEP) to Fluent English Proficient (FEP).

Odyssey will use the California English Language Development Standards as a guide to
ensure that all students move toward full fluency in English. Specifically, Odyssey will
provide English Learners a Sheltered English Immersion Program. Under this program,
students are enrolled in a regular class and receive core instruction in order to reach English
fluency. Odyssey will utilize “Moving Into English” as its core ELD curriculum to support
English Learners. All instruction will be relevant to skills and content presented in other
content areas, with particular emphasis to language arts. Instruction will focus on non-
transferable skills, functional vocabulary, and pre-teaching information that will support the
students throughout the school day. Odyssey will hire CLAD certified, experienced teachers
to work with EL students and/or to train teachers to serve these students appropriately.
Odyssey’s goal is to ensure a quality EL instructional program that enables our EL students to
attain English proficiency, achievement in all academic subject areas, and to have full access
to the range of educational opportunities that OCS envisions for all of its students.

Home Language Survey

The Charter School will administer the home language survey upon a student’s initial
enrollment into the Charter School (on enrollment forms).

CELDT Testing

All students who indicate that their home language is other than English will be given the
California English Language Development Test (CELDT) tested within thirty days of initial
enrollment’ and at least annually thereafter between July 1 and October 31% until re-
designated as fluent English proficient. Based on the CELDT results, Odyssey will determine
which students are English Learners. Odyssey will use annual CELDT data, teacher
assessments, writing samples, and CST scores in ELA to determine EL student levels and
reclassify English Learners as English proficient when appropriate. The CELDT shall be
used to fulfill the requirements under the No Child Left Behind Act for annual English
proficiency testing.

Reclassification Procedures

Reclassification procedures utilize multiple criteria in determining whether to classify a pupil
as proficient in English including but not limited to the following:

* Assessment of language proficiency using an objective assessment instrument
including, but not limited to, the California English Language Development Test
or CELDT,

! The thirty-day requirement applies to students who are entering a California public school for the first time or
for students who have not yet been CELDT tested. All other students who have indicated a home language other
than English will continue with annual CELDT testing based upon the date last tested at the prior school of
enrollment.
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Participation of the pupil’s classroom teachers and any other certificated staff
with direct responsibility for teaching or placement decisions of the pupil to
evaluate the pupil’s curriculum mastery

Parental opinion and consultation, achieved through notice to parents or guardians
of the language reclassification and placement including a description of the
reclassification process and the parents opportunity to participate, and
encouragement of the participation of parents or guardians in the school’s
reclassification procedure including seeking their opinion and consultation during
the reclassification process

Comparison of the pupil’s performance in basic skills against an empirically
established range of performance and basic skills based upon the performance of
English proficient pupils of the same age that demonstrate to others that the pupil
is sufficiently proficient in English to participate effectively in a curriculum
designed for pupils of the same age whose native language is English.

Odyssey will notify all parents of its responsibility for CELDT testing and of CELDT results
within thirty days of receiving results from publisher. The CELDT shall be used to fulfill the
requirements under the No Child Left Behind Act for annual English proficiency testing.

Strategies

To ensure that our EL students are able to fully participate in the school’s Academic
Excellence component while transitioning to Fluent English Proficient, various strategies will
be employed including immersion and sheltered English. Odyssey recognizes that EL students
are entitled to participate in regular education and are entitled to related instructional materials
and supplies. To ensure that the school effectively assists EL students in a successful
transition from LEP to FEP status, Odyssey will:

Maintain English Language Development (ELD) folders for each student to
ensure monitoring of benchmark growth of at least 1 ELD level each academic
year. Each ELD student will have a folder containing, their CELDT scores,
English Language Development Standards (per their level), writing sample to
determine their progress and their “Moving Into English” unit reviews and
assessments. Yearly, teachers will track students ELD progress through their
ELD folders to determine when a students is ready to re-take the CELDT in order
to be re-designated as R-FEP.

Support English learners in the classroom by placing students in classrooms with
a qualified teacher who possesses the appropriate qualifications, such as a CLAD
or its state recognized equivalent.

Seek to offer services in the home language (as appropriate) while students are
transitioning to English language proficiency.

Make ongoing professional development opportunities available to all teachers
focused on research and best practices in second language acquisition so they
become skilled in meeting the needs of EL students.

Ensure that instructional materials for EL students and curriculum frameworks
and standards are aligned.

Carefully monitors the progress of EL students by using the California English
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Language Development Standards.
» Attend the Intensive Literacy Intervention for at least 30 minutes daily.

»  Create opportunities for EL students to present projects to peers and community
members in a public forum

X. SPECIAL EDUCATION - MODIFIED FULL INCLUSION MODEL

As consistent with the past 10 years, a minimum of 10% of Odyssey’s student population
currently receives Special Education services. Upon thorough analysis of both past and
present IEP (Individualized Education Plan) reports and reviews, it is clear that Odyssey’s
Special Education students are demonstrating measurable growth. This growth is evidenced
by both the California Standardized Tests and the California Modified Assessments data.
Progress on their individual goals and benchmarks continue to be carefully monitored through
formal and informal assessments aligned with the IEP processes.

For students with exceptional needs for whom Odyssey’s distinctive educational program is
determined to be appropriate and the least restrictive environment, it is Odyssey’s intention to
provide special education services within a modified inclusion model. Appropriate designated
instructional services and related services are also provided, consistent with the student’s
Individualized Education Plan (IEP). It is the intent of Odyssey to provide the continuum of
options specified in Education Code Section 5636.

Prior to July, 2009, Odyssey and the West San Gabriel Valley SELPA (WSGV SELPA) will
enter into an MOU which will delineate special education responsibilities and funding in
detail.

Odyssey believes that students with special needs benefit educationally, socially and
emotionally from the opportunity to receive services in this modified inclusion model. The
school’s Inclusion Specialist works in a collaborative model with all teachers and
paraprofessionals to ensure that appropriate accommodations are in place and that the learning
environment and curriculum are modified consistent with each student’s IEP.

Odyssey will comply with state and federal laws regarding the education of disabled students,
including, but not limited to, the Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act, Section 504
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 to ensure
that students with disabilities are afforded a free, appropriate public education in the least
restrictive environment. Odyssey pledges to cooperate with Los Angles County Office of
Education (LACOE) and the WSGV SELPA to develop a positive relationship that is student-
centered, meets federal and state requirements, and is fundamentally fair to all parties.

Student Study Teams, Special Education and 504 Services: Odyssey Charter School
provides a Modified Inclusion program for students with special needs. Our school meets the
educational and social needs of all students within the regular classroom in order to maximize
learning experiences, provide positive peer interactions and to prepare all students for the
diversity of the world beyond the classroom. Odyssey provides a “push in” resource program
unless otherwise required by a student’s IEP. As an LEA Odyssey shall work with the
WSGV SELPA to provide a full continuum of placement options as required by each
student’s IEP.
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As with all students, Odyssey is committed to helping parents make an informed decision
about whether Odyssey Charter School is an appropriate option for their children. No student
shall be denied enrollment at Odyssey due to their special education status. In the case of
students with identified special needs from an LEA outside of the SELPA, Odyssey shall
provide the pupil with a free appropriate public education, including services comparable to
those described in the previously approved IEP in consultation with the parent for a period not
to exceed (30) days of enrollment unless otherwise agreed between parent/guardian and
Odyssey. This will be done through an Administrative Placement pending the convening of an
IEP meeting within thirty (30) days to establish continued eligibility and to determine the
appropriate services, goals and objectives in accordance with Education Code Section 56325.

In the case of an individual with exceptional needs who has an IEP and transfers into the
Charter School from an LEA operating programs under the same SELPA, the Charter School
shall continue without delay the existing IEP unless the parent and the LEA agree to develop,
adopt, and implement a new IEP that is consistent with federal and state law.

Children who experience difficulty progressing within the educational model of our school
are referred by the teacher, the parent, or by allied professionals for consideration to the
Student Study Team (SST). The SST consists of the teacher, the special education staff, the
Director, the parent(s), and the student when appropriate. Supportive documentation is then
accumulated in a portfolio format to illustrate the difficulties that the student is experiencing.
The team meets and reviews the student’s strengths and weaknesses to develop a plan of
action that might include accommodations or modifications within the classroom environment
and/or a referral for further evaluation.

Details delineating the roles and responsibilities of Odyssey and the WSGV SELPA with
regard to the Student Study Team, Referral, Eligibility, Assessment, Placement, Designated
Instructional Services, Reassessment, and Procedural Safeguards under all applicable state
and federal laws (and subsequent legislation if enacted) will be delineated in the MOU to be
written and implemented prior to July 1, 2009.

Suspension and expulsion of special education pupils shall meet applicable federal law
requirements as described in the Odyssey suspension and expulsion policy described below
beginning on p. 63 of this petition

Odyssey’s Inclusion Specialist works closely with the instructional team and the support staff
to ensure that goals and objectives detailed in the IEP are being addressed in the regular
classroom. The Inclusion Specialist also coordinates and oversees any related services
specified in the IEP as well as provides any accommodations, modifications and remediation
as defined in the IEP. The Inclusion Specialist also provides direct services to special
education students as detailed in the IEP and monitors student progress.

Students may be disabled and entitled to services under Section 504 even though they are not
eligible for services pursuant to the IDEA. Under Section 504, individuals with physical or
mental impairments that substantially limit one or more major life activities, including
learning, are entitled to receive regular or special education and/or related aids and services
designed to meet their individual needs as adequately as the needs of non-disabled students
are met.
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A Section 504 Team will be convened to determine the student’s need for regular or special
education and/or related aids and services. The 504 Team will include persons
knowledgeable about the Section 504 standards, the student’s individual needs and school
history, the meaning of evaluation data, and placement options. The student’s parent/guardian
shall be invited to participate in this 504 Team and shall receive notice of procedural
safeguards guaranteed by law.

If the student, due to disability, is found to require regular or special education and/or related
aids and services under Section 504, the Section 504 Team shall develop a 504 plan for the
provision of such services to the student. The student shall be educated with non-disabled
students to the maximum extent appropriate to the student’s individual needs. The student’s
parent/guardian shall be provided a copy of the 504 plan and shall receive notice of
procedural safeguards guaranteed by law and the instructional team shall be given a copy of
the 504 Plan to ensure consistency in implementation. Odyssey shall periodically review the
student’s progress and placement.

Continuous Improvement: In order to best serve our students and community, Odyssey will
continue to examine and refine its curricula, programs and related activities over time to
reflect the school’s mission and any changes to state or local standards that support such
mission. The school will on a regular basis, consult with parents and teachers regarding the
educational program. Odyssey will submit to the Los Angeles County Board of Education, at
any time prior to expiration of the Charter a description of any material changes to the
educational program as an amendment to the Charter. Further, Odyssey will, as part of its
annual report, provide the Los Angeles County Board of Education an update on the specific
programs being used to address its unique school design.

In addition, the Executive Director will continue collaborate with the teachers to develop
appropriate assessments to ensure that all students achieve academic success while honoring
individual needs and differences in development. Both the framework and related OCS
benchmarks and assessments are considered works in progress to ensure continuous
improvement. The school will provide LACOE and the WSGV SELPA with an annual update
on the framework and related benchmarks and assessments, as part of the annual report.

Revised Odyssey Charter School Renewal Petition
OCS Board Approved February 24, 2009 20



ELEMENT B
MEASURABLE PUPIL OUTCOMES

Governing Law: The measurable pupil outcomes identified for use by the charter school.
"Pupil outcomes," for purposes of this part, means the extent to which all pupils of the school
demonstrate that they have attained the skills, knowledge, and attitudes specified as goals in
the school's educational program. California Education Code 47605(b) (5) (B).

. MEASURABLE STUDENT OUTCOMES

Odyssey Charter School is dedicated to ensuring that each student progresses academically,
emotionally and socially according to the charter. The table below represents the skills,
knowledge, and qualities all Odyssey students will demonstrate at a developmentally and
grade appropriate level. The learning outcomes are aligned to the California academic content
standards and to the school’s unique design, incorporating the three interdependent learning
components: Academic Excellence, Emotional Well-Being, and Social Responsibility. The
specific assessments that will be used to measure student performance are included in the
Assessment Matrix in Element C. For the learning components outlined in our charter and for
established the school-wide goals, Odyssey is committed to the following pupil outcomes:

LEARNING MEASURABLE PUPIL OUTCOMES
COMPONENT:
ACADEMIC
EXCELLENCE
Literacy 85% student achievement of the state content standards for
(English/Language each grade level, as demonstrated by scores of Proficient or
Arts) Advanced on California Standardized Tests.

At least 85% of students will show one grade or skill level’s
worth of progress each academic year, as evidenced by
multiple local assessments.

Progress toward Fluency in English and potential Re-
designation (EL Students)

Progress toward goals outlined in IEPs
(Special Education Students)

Mathematics 85% student achievement of the state content standards for
each grade level, as evidenced by scores of Proficient or
Advanced on California Standardized Tests.

At least 85% of students will show one grade or skill level’s
worth of progress each academic year, as evidenced by
multiple local assessments.

Progress toward goals in IEPs (Special Education Students)
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History Social Science

Students will understand and apply civic, historical
geographical knowledge and multicultural perspectives in
order to serve as responsible citizens in today’s world of
diverse cultures.

Science

Students will demonstrate in performances of understanding
their ability to successfully utilize scientific research and
inquiry methods to apply major concepts underlying various
branches of science, which may include physics, chemistry,
biology, astronomy, and earth sciences.

Humanities/Visual
Literacy

Students will develop an appreciation for the arts, and self
and group expression in the visual arts, music, theater and
dance.

Fitness and Wellness

5™ and 7" graders will continue to participate in the
California Fitness Test.

Students will develop healthy habits and a balanced approach
to physical fitness, nutrition, emotional stability and positive
social interactions.

English Learners (EL)

EL students will advance at least 1 ELD level each academic
year and score basic, proficient or advanced on the CST in
Math and ELA within four years.

Special Education

Students will demonstrate progress and or met their annual
IEP goals.

Students will participate in the CST or CMA each year.

LEARNING SCHOOL-WIDE LEARNING OUTCOMES
COMPONENT: Personal qualities
EMOTIONAL
WELL-BEING
Respect Students will demonstrate their respect for others by being

tolerant of differences, using good manners, being
considerate of the feelings of others, and dealing peacefully
with disagreements.

Collaboration

Students will demonstrate the ability to work cooperatively in
groups to accomplish a common goal.

Responsibility Students will demonstrate accountability for their choices,
practice self-control, and be self-disciplined.
Reflection Students will demonstrate understanding of the ability to

reflect on themselves and their experiences.

Conflict Resolution

Students will demonstrate the skills necessary to resolve
conflicts peacefully and the strategies for solving
interpersonal problems.
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LEARNING
COMPONENT:
SOCIAL
RESPONSIBILITY

SCHOOL-WIDE LEARNING OUTCOMES
Life Long Learning Skills

Analvtical and Critical
Thinking Skills

Students will demonstrate their ability to analyze
information and provide accurate details in an organized
manner, while capturing the whole picture.

Study Skills and Habits

Students will demonstrate understanding of the skills
which will enable them to pursue their own path of
learning throughout their lives, including strategies for
learning, note-taking, and metacognitive monitoring.

Planning and Time
Management

Students will demonstrate understanding in selecting goal-
relevant activities, setting priorities, allocating time and
preparing and following schedules.

Citizenship

Students will demonstrate good citizenship by showing
social responsibility in making their school and community
better by cooperating with others and protecting the
environment.

Self-Directed Learning

Students will demonstrate understanding in initiating and
planning projects, following through on responsibilities,
and managing goals relevant to their learning.

Leadership

Students will demonstrate the capacity to perceive needs
and apply leadership skills effectively through projects for
the school and community.

Collaborative Learning:

Students will demonstrate understanding of the ability to
work with others.

SCHOOL MEASURABLE OUTCOMES
PERFORMANCE
GOALS:
API1 Growth The school will meet its targeted growth rate for the

Academic Performance Index (“API”) each year.

NCLB Compliance

Odyssey Charter School students will make the Annual
Yearly Progress under the federal No Child Left Behind
Act.

Average Daily
Attendance

Odyssey Charter School students will maintain its 2007-
2008 95% average daily attendance (“ADA?”) rate within
2% annually.

Charter Renewal

Odyssey Charter School will, at a minimum, meet at least
one of the criteria for renewal pursuant to Education Code
Section 47607(b).

To ensure students are meeting state standards, Odyssey adheres to the specific benchmarks
designated by and aligned with current California academic content standards for each grade
level. The benchmarks are further subdivided into a list of specific “classroom-level” skills
required in each of the above areas at different grade and skill levels. These specific grade and
skill-level standards reflect those included in the California academic content standards. Using
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benchmarks as an assessment tool, OCS faculty closely monitors student progress throughout
the year. See Appendix E for OCS created benchmarks.

Students demonstrate their overall progress toward graduation readiness through this series of
“benchmarks.” Creating benchmarks at these pivotal grades is consistent with our multiage
learning environment and allows students additional time to achieve the appropriate benchmark
based on individual needs. If at the end of each grade a student does not successfully meet a
benchmark, a student study team may be formed to evaluate and review the student’s placement
and learning goals are developed. State academic content standards and assessments for
students with exceptional needs or limited English proficiency are adapted as appropriate to
their Individualized Education Plans and/or English proficiency levels.

In order to best serve our students and community, Odyssey will continue to examine and refine
its student outcomes over time to reflect the school’s mission, curriculum, and any changes to
state or local standards. Odyssey will submit to LACOE at any time prior to expiration a
description of any changes to the above student outcomes as a material amendment to the
charter. The LACOE agrees to hear and render an amendment decision pursuant to the timelines
and processes as specified in the Education Code Section 47605(b).
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ELEMENT C
ASSESSMENT METHODS

Governing Law: A description of ““the method by which pupil progress in meeting the pupil
outcomes will be measured.” (Education Code 47605(b)(5)(C)

l. METHODS TO ASSES PUPIL PROGRESS TOWARD OUTCOMES

Odyssey has always recognized that assessment is designed to support and guide instructional
practices, the learning process, and to help students achieve personal mastery. It is a tool to
recognize accomplishment and certify that knowledge and understanding has been gained.
Assessment also manifests those areas where understanding is still incomplete and enables
teachers, students and parents to focus their efforts to where they will produce the greatest
benefit. Standards, not standardization, are the basis of assessment. Students are acquainted
with exemplary work and have an understanding of what their aspirations should be for any
given task, activity, or project. The goal is to encourage students to do their personal best and
show them their own growth throughout the learning process. Odyssey’s assessment methods
inform all areas of instruction and are connected with the state standards at each grade level.
Odyssey understands that using assessments effectively and efficiently is crucial to monitoring
student progress and overall growth and mastery of content.

Odyssey’s assessment process insists on collaboration between teacher, student and parent. The
teacher’s role is to determine a child’s individual learning needs based on frequent, designated
assessments; the students’ role is to document their own learning through a variety of self-
evaluation strategies; and the parents’ role is to support their child through the home-to-school
connection and develop open communication with their child’s teacher and community at large.
Through this process, all stakeholders are responsible for helping students achieve success
throughout the school year.

Odyssey recognizes that overall school performance is a reflection of the cumulative success of
individual students. With consistent progress and improved school performance, it is
understood that Odyssey’s unigque school design continues to significantly improve learning for
its students in all areas: academically, emotionally, and socially. With ongoing assessment and
frequent designated benchmarks, teachers will continue to track students learning on formal and
informal bases, through observational and anecdotal measures to ensure student achievement
and proficiency at their respective grade levels. Odyssey is committed to employing the
following methods of assessment:

Odyssey Developed Assessments for all students are:

o Standardized Testing (Administered Yearly): Academic achievement is
measured using the state standardized tests, consistent with charter legislation and
state guidelines. Odyssey will and continues to comply with the required state
assessments (Education Code 47605 (c) (1) administration of mandatory
standardized tests and uses the STAR tests as summative evaluations.

* Pre- and Post-Tests (Administered each Trimester): To more fully and
accurately demonstrate learning and growth and acquisition of specific skills,
Odyssey supplements the standardized tests with other appropriate pre- and post-
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tests. The pre- and post-tests assist Odyssey in measuring individual achievement
throughout the school year.

* Individual Learning Plans (Ongoing): The Individual Learning Plan (ILP) will
further demonstrate and individualize a student’s progress toward the acquisition
of specific core and non-core skills and knowledge. (Appendix F)

* English Language Development Folders: Each ELD student will have a folder
containing, their CELDT scores, English Language Development Standards (per
their level), writing sample to determine their progress and their “Moving Into
English” unit reviews and assessments. Yearly, teachers will track students ELD
progress through their ELD folders to determine when a students is ready to re-
take the CELDT in order to be re-designated as R-FEP.

* Benchmarks (Yearly): While Odyssey is a multiage environment, OCS created
specific “grade level” benchmarks tied to the state standards. These are listed and
detailed in our Assessment Guide (Appendix E).

» Literacy Workshop (Daily): Each student has in their ILP folder learning
artifacts including, but not limited to, project work, reading assessments, word
study assessments, writing samples etc..

*  Mathematicians Workshop (Daily): In their ILP folder, each student compiles
learning artifacts including, but not limited to, project work, numeracy
assessments, math journal entries, observations/anecdotal, everyday end-of-unit
assessments, context for learning landscapes etc.

* Observation (Daily): Feedback from the instructional team, peers, and
parent(s)/primary caregiver(s) are also used. Teachers take anecdotal records to
document observations made of student’s work habits and milestones.

»  Self-Assessment: Self-assessment documents are utilized to help students reflect
on their own progress toward achieving their personal and class learning goals.

e Curriculum/Publisher-provided Tools: Teachers will also use assignments and
related assessments (e.g. tests, quizzes, essays, etc.) to monitor progress.

1. ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE INDEX

Throughout the course of Odyssey’s ten years, we have remained focused on evaluating our
curriculum and assessing student learning and growth. We have always acknowledged that is
imperative to ascertain what strategies and practices are yielding successful results, and have
thoroughly examined and addressed how and where to implement new strategies for improved
student performance. To evaluate the effectiveness of our curriculum implementation and to
assess student progress we have used the strategies outlined below:

*  Analyzed CST test data

*  Monitored Individualized Learning Plans (ILP’S)

» Discoursed throughout our staff meetings

*  Analyzed student work samples

»  Focused on staff professional development plan

» Collegial coaching and peer mentoring

»  Hired outside consultants and parental feedback on our curriculum.
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As a result of our concentrated efforts, we have seen a substantial increase in our APl scores
for the last 5 years. Since our 2004 charter renewal Odyssey’s API score has increased by
135 points.

The table below chronicles our Overall API growth:

OVERALL API GROWTH

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Base 643 Base 638 Base 683 Base 717 Base 721
651 646 689 722 726
Growth 2 Growth 45 Growth 40 Growth 5 Growth 43
API 645 API 683 API 723 API 722 API 764

Odyssey will meet all statewide standards and conduct all required state mandated student
assessments as required by the charter school legislation, Education Code § 47605(c)(1).

Odyssey is committed to participating in the state of California’s standardized testing program
as one of multiple assessment methods to closely chart and document student performance and
academic growth. Each year, our API growth goals are made clear to the faculty. The staff has
modified the teaching techniques and continues to explore professional development
opportunities as necessary to target any gaps in the instructional program and student
achievement. Committed to consistent API growth and meeting or exceeding our yearly target
goal, Odyssey will continue to focus on the following strategies:

Student Achievement: Odyssey holds high expectations for student achievement
and is committed to continuous school improvement to ensure that all students
continue to progress consistent with their abilities. The STAR results are used as
one way to measure academic success. The Faculty carefully reviews the STAR
results. Scores are analyzed school-wide by teacher and sub-groups to track results
and trends over time. Results are used to provide valuable feedback to teachers,
students and parents about progress and to inform ongoing professional
development of the instructional team, curriculum development and to identify any
interventions that may be needed in specific areas. The Executive Director provides
a comprehensive report of student achievement to Odyssey’s Governing Board and
to LACOE as part of the annual report. The report will include results, analysis and
recommendations.

Attendance: Odyssey understands that when children are enjoying school and take
pride in their learning and school, attendance increases. As a result, the more days a
student is in school, the more knowledge and learning may occur. Odyssey tracks
any negative trends in attendance both of individual students and school-wide. OCS
then employs appropriate intervention strategies as needed.

Behavior: Odyssey acknowledges that fewer behavioral referrals is an indication
that classroom management strategies are being effective and that students are
being challenged and are spending more time stimulated in their classroom
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environment. As such, Odyssey will track the number and nature of the referrals
and address any negative trends as appropriate.

1. STUDENT OUTCOME AND MATRIX ASSESSMENT

Odyssey administers the aforementioned assessments (Element C, 1) in the core and non-core
academic areas, and additionally assesses development in the areas of emotional well-being
and social responsibility. Application of specific assessments is described in the table below.

LEARNING SCHOOL-WIDE ASSESSMENT METHODS
COMPONENT MEASURABLE PUPIL
ACADEMIC OUTCOMES
EXCELLENCE
Literacy 85% student achievement of Individualized Learning

(English/Language
Arts)

the state content standards
for each grade level, as
demonstrated by scores of
Proficient or Advanced on
California Standardized
Tests.

At least 85% of students will
show one grade or skill
level’s worth of progress
each academic year, as
evidenced by multiple local
assessments.

Students will demonstrate
understanding in reading,
writing, listening, speaking
and presentation skills, in
multiple forms of expression,
with communication skills
appropriate to the setting and
audience; performances of
understanding will include
the ability to comprehend
and critically interpret
multiple forms of expression
including literature from
various time periods and
cultures.

Progress toward fluency in
English (EL Students)

Plans

California Standards Test
Pre and Post testing Writing
Running Records

Spelling Assessments
Samples evaluated and
pursuant to school and
classroom developed
standards

Pre and Post testing

ILP goals

Phonemic Awareness
Checklist

Literacy
Interviews/Participation in
Book Clubs or Lit. Circles
Evidence of Writing Through
Research

Literacy Benchmarks

Self Assessments/Reflections
Anecdotal/Observations
Project work

Quizzes/Tests

CELDT

ELD State Standards
Benchmarks

CST Scores in ELS
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Progress toward IEP Goals
(Special Education Students)

Teacher Evaluations from
Sheltered Instruction
R-FEP Status Review
SST Data

Inclusion Specialist
Evaluations

Scheduled IEP Review

Mathematics

85% student achievement of
the state content standards
for each grade level, as
demonstrated by scores of
Proficient or Advanced on
California Standardized
Tests.

At least 85% of students will
show one grade or skill
level’s worth of progress
each academic year, as
evidenced by multiple local
assessments.

Students will understand the
ability to reason logically
and to apply mathematical
processes and concepts,
including those within
arithmetic, algebra,
geometry, etc.

Progress toward IEP Goals
(Special Education Students)

Individualized Learning
Plans

California Standards Test
Pre and Post Testing
Math Benchmarks
Numeracy assessments
Math journal entries
Observations/anecdotal
Everyday Math unit
assessments

Context for learning
landscapes

Self Assessments/Reflections
Anecdotal/Observations
Project work

Timed Tests/Text book
published tests

SST Data

Inclusion Specialist
Evaluations

Scheduled IEP Review

History Social

Students will understand and

California Standards Test

Science apply civic, historical, Social Studies projects
geographical knowledge and History Social Science
multicultural perspectives in Benchmarks
order to serve as responsible Presentations
citizens in today’s world of Journal Entries
diverse cultures. Teacher-created evaluations

Self Assessments/Reflections
Anecdotal/Observations
Quizzes/Tests

Science Students will demonstrate in California Standards Test

performances of
understanding their ability to
successfully utilize scientific
research and inquiry methods
to apply major concepts
underlying various branches

FOSS kits end of the unit
assessments

Science Benchmarks
Science Projects
Presentations
Investigations/Experiments
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of science, which may
include physics, chemistry,
biology, astronomy, and
earth sciences

e Journal Entries

e Teacher-created evaluations
»  Self Assessments/Reflections
e Anecdotal/Observations

e Quizzes/Tests

Humanities/Visual
Literacy

Students will develop an
appreciation for the arts, and
self and group expression in
the visual arts, music, theater
and dance.

*  Art projects

»  Presentations

»  Self Assessments/Reflections
*  Anecdotal/Observations

Fitness and Wellness

Students will develop
healthy habits and a balanced
approach to physical fitness,
nutrition, emotional stability
and positive social
interactions.

e  California Fitness Test

e Journal Entries

»  Self Assessments/Reflections
e Observations

English Learners

(EL)

EL students will advance at
least 1 ELD level each
academic year

Students will score basic,
proficient or advanced on the
CST in Math and ELA
within four years

 ELD Folder

* CELDT testing

e California English Language
Development Standards

* Individualized Learning
Plans

e “Moving Into English” Unit
Reviews and Assessments

e Writing Samples

*  Teacher Evaluations

e California Standards Test

Special Education

Students will demonstrate
progress and or met their
annual IEP goals.

Students will participate in

* Individualized Education
Plan

* Individualized Learning
Plans

* |EP goal progress report

the CST or CMA eachyear |+  California Standards Test
LEARNING SCHOOL-WIDE ASSESSMENT METHODS
COMPONENT LEARNING OUTCOMES | Individualized Learning Plan
EMOTIONAL Personal qualities Folders
WELL-BEING
Respect Students will demonstrate o Teacher observation

their respect for others by
being tolerant of differences,
using good manners, being
considerate of the feelings of
others, and dealing
peacefully with
disagreements.

Self Assessment/Reflect